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Study Guide 

  



Welcome honorable delegates. 

 

This is Melih, your USG. I am student in Kadıköy Anatolian İmam Hatip 

High School and this year is my Senior year. Before I start to talk about 

committee I want to say, I am very glad to see you attending to this 

committee. It makes me happy when I meet someone who likes to 

discuss about history. 

 

So we have alternative-historical committee. As you all know the 

following events dragged the world to war. In this timeline your mission 

will be staying peaceful as much as you can. 

While in committee (in specific points) you must write directive and in the 

end we will vote these clauses. As you can guess this committee doesn't 

allow to stay silent. Like Adolf Hitler said once "If you tell a big enough lie 

and tell it frequently enough, it will be believed.". 

 

You can also make some agreements with other delegates, which is like 

"Anti-Comintern Pact, Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact" etc. . 

 

Please be well prepared for events and do a lot of research about 

your character's policies. I believe it will guide you in your journey.  

 

"If you are going through hell, keep going." 

-Winston Churchill 

 

 USG of Pre-WWII 

Muhammed Melih Yıldız 

  



GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS AND ACRONYMS 
 
The Treaty of Versailles: The Treaty of Versailles was a treaty between 

Germany and the Allied powers after World War I. The treaty forced 

Germany to disarm and give up substantial amount of territories, but it 

would be repudiated by Hitler before WWII.  

 

Neutrality Acts: In the 1930s, the United States congress passed Neutrality 

Acts in response to the situation between Europe and Asia before WWII. 

The acts required the US government to treat both sides as 

“belligerents,” not providing any aids or intervening on any matters 

during conflicts. These acts were repealed in 1941 after Japanese attack 

of the Pearl Harbor. 

 

Anti-Comintern Pact: Anti-Comintern pact was an agreement first between 

Germany and Japan in 1936, and later it also included Italy. The main 

agreement was to combat the Communist International (also known as 

the Comintern), which was a communist gathering established by 

Vladimir Lenin and other communist figures in the Soviet Union.  

 

Isolationism: Isolationism is a policy of remaining apart from the affairs or 

interests of other countries’ political affairs. During the 1930s, the 

combination of the Great Depression and the memory of tragic losses in 

the First World War pushed the American public opinion and policy 

towards isolationism. Thus, the U.S has reluctantly committed to the 

League of Nations as the Republican-dominated Senate greatly objected 

for America to come to the defense of other nations. Nevertheless, 

isolationism doesn’t mean that the country would remain neutral, as it 

only objects to wars not related to direct territorial self-defense 

 

The Roaring Twenties: It refers to the decade of Western society and Western 

culture of the 1920s. It was a period of economic prosperity with a 

distinct cultural edge in the United States and Europe, especially in 

major cities such as Berlin, Chicago, London, Los Angeles, New York 

City, Paris and Sydney. 

 



Lebensraum: Lebensraum is the policy of the unification of German 

minorities living in Germany outside the borders of Germany under the 

domination of Germany and the colonization of new lands and the 

placement of the German population in these lands. 

 
Changing World 

 
On 11 November 1918, the guns fell silent and the war came to an end, 

but its impact was felt for many, many years after. World War One 

changed the world in ways that nobody could have imagined.  

      

 

First of the things that changed was technology. It was first real show off 

the tanks and planes. The first bombs were dropped from the air and 

planes were used to spy on enemy territory. It is estimated that it would 

take a plane just four hours to gather the same amount of information as 

a patrol on foot could get in 24 hours. France only had 140 aircraft when 

war began, but by the end of it, it had used around 4,500. In the other 

hand tanks was destructive, strong, huge and scary.Knowing more about 

these new technologies and ways of fighting would prove vital for future 

military tactics and in preparations for World War Two. 

 

As a second: war is incredibly expensive - and this war was no different. 

Just one day's worth of bullets cost £3.8 million in September 1918. 

Before the war, Britain was in fact the world's economic superpower, 

with significant levels of wealth and resources.But war took its toll and 

the effect of how much it cost was felt for many years to come. It left 

much of Europe in severe  

economic hardship. 

 

When war broke out and the men went off to fight, it was women who 

took on their jobs and kept things running. Across the countries, by late 

1918, nine in every ten workers in the munitions industry were female - 

jobs which traditionally would have been done by men. Women also 

worked as conductors on trams and buses, as typists and secretaries, 

and on farms. 



 

As can often be the case following conflict between countries, World War 

One resulted in the political map of Europe being reshaped. Countries' 

borders moved and there was arguing over who would rule where. 

 

Reshaping of Politics 
 

Germany 

 
 
Under the Treaty of Versailles which was drawn up after the war to 

essentially decide what would happen next, Germany lost about a tenth 

of its lands. The humiliating peace terms in the Treaty of Versailles 

provoked bitter indignation throughout Germany, and seriously 

weakened the new democratic regime. The Treaty stripped Germany of 

all of its overseas colonies, of Alsace and Lorraine, and of predominantly 

Polish districts. The Allied armies occupied industrial sectors in western 

Germany including the Rhineland, and Germany was not allowed to 

have a real army, navy, or air force. Reparations were demanded, 

especially by France, involving shipments of raw materials, as well as 

annual payments. 

 



When Germany defaulted on its reparation payments, French and 

Belgian troops occupied the heavily industrialised Ruhr district (January 

1923). Weimar added new internal enemies every year, as anti-

democratic Nazis, Nationalists, and Communists battled each other in 

the streets. Hitler came to power in January 1933, and inaugurated an 

aggressive power designed to give Germany economic and political 

domination across central Europe. He did not attempt to recover the lost 

colonies. Until August 1939, the Nazis denounced Communists and the 

Soviet Union as the greatest enemy, along with the Jews. 

 

Italy 

 
 
Italy had emerged from World War I in a poor and weakened condition 

and post-war there was inflation, massive debts and an extended 

depression. By 1920, the economy was in a massive convulsion—mass 

unemployment, food shortages, strikes and so on. This conflagration of 

viewpoints can be exemplified by the so-called Two Red Years. 

 

In 1922, the leader of the Italian Fascist movement, Benito Mussolini, 

was appointed Prime Minister of Italy after the March on Rome. 

Mussolini resolved the question of sovereignty over the Dodecanese at 

the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne after the, which formalised Italian 



administration of both Libya and the Dodecanese Islands, in return for a 

payment to Turkey, the successor state to the Ottoman Empire, though 

he failed in an attempt to extract a mandate of a portion of Iraq from 

Britain. 

 

During the late 1920s, imperial expansion became an increasingly 

favoured theme in Mussolini's speeches. Amongst Mussolini's aims were 

that Italy had to become the dominant power in the Mediterranean that 

would be able to challenge France or Britain, as well as attain access to 

the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Mussolini alleged that Italy required 

uncontested access to the world's oceans and shipping lanes to ensure 

its national sovereignty. This was elaborated on in a document he later 

drew up in 1939 called "The March to the Oceans", and included in the 

official records of a meeting of the Grand Council of Fascism. This text 

asserted that maritime position determined a nation's independence: 

countries with free access to the high seas were independent; while 

those who lacked this, were not. Italy, which only had access to an 

inland sea without French and British acquiescence, was only a "semi-

independent nation", and alleged to be a "prisoner in the Mediterranean" 

 

U.S.S.R 
 
The Soviet Union was the first totalitarian state to establish itself after 

World War One. In 1917, Vladimir Lenin seized power in the Russian 

Revolution, establishing a single-party dictatorship under the Bolsheviks. 

After suffering a series of strokes, Lenin died on January 21, 1924, with 

no clear path of succession. The obvious choice, to many, was Leon 

Trotsky, who had headed the Military Revolutionary Committee that had 

carried out the Bolshevik Revolution. He had been a high-ranking 

member of the party throughout Lenin's time in power, and was 

considered by many to be the Communist Party's foremost Marxist 

theorist, but was also considered aloof and cold by many party 

members. 

 

Trotsky's main competition for power was Joseph Stalin. Stalin had been 

involved in the Communist Party since before the Revolution. He served 

under Lenin as commissar for nationalities, and in 1923 became general 



secretary of the party. Lenin supported Trotsky over Stalin as his 

successor, claiming Stalin was "too rude" to lead the government. 

However, Stalin's position as general secretary allowed him to 

manipulate the party structure and place his supporters in crucial 

positions throughout the party, ultimately insuring his victory. 

During the struggle for power an ideological rift began to open between 

Trotsky and Stalin. Trotsky advocated 'permanent world revolution,' 

claiming that the Soviet Union should strive continuously to encourage 

proletarian revolutions throughout the world. Stalin contrasted Trotsky's 

view with a 'socialism in one country' message, which stressed the 

consolidation of the communist regime within the Soviet Union, and 

concentration on domestic developments and improvements before 

looking to world revolution. This rift, combined with Stalin's rise to power 

as party leader, sealed Trotsky's fate. By 1927, Trotsky had lost his 

position on the Central Committee, and was expelled from the party. He 

fled to Turkey, and eventually to Mexico, where he was killed in 1940 by 

a Stalinist agent. 

 

His main opposition gone, Stalin consolidated power, demonstrating his 

independence. In 1928 he abandoned Lenin's economic policy and 

installed a system of central planning, which dictated everything from 

where factories should be built to how farmers should plant their crops. 

He allocated natural resources for heavy industrial development, at the 

expense of consumer products, believing that heavy industry would be 

the foundation of the profitable state. Simultaneously, Stalin introduced a 

policy of collectivization, under which were created governmentally 

owned and operated farms in which peasants pooled their lands. The 

more well off peasant class, the kulaks, rebelled against collectivization. 

Stalin would accept no resistance, and initiated a reign of terror during 

1929 and 1930, during which as many as 3 million were killed. 

 

United Kingdom 
 
The changing world order that the war had brought about, in particular 

the growth of the United States and Japan as naval powers, and the rise 

of independence movements in India and Ireland, caused a major 

reassessment of British imperial policy. Forced to choose between 



alignment with the United States or Japan, Britain opted not to renew its 

Japanese alliance and instead signed the 1922 Washington Naval 

Treaty, where Britain accepted naval parity with the United States. The 

issue of the empire's security was a serious concern in Britain, as it was 

vital to the British pride, its finance, and its trade-oriented economy. 

 

India strongly supported the Empire in the First World War. It expected a 

reward, but failed to get home rule as the British Raj kept control in 

British hands and feared another rebellion like that of 1857. The 

Government of India Act 1919 failed to satisfy demand for 

independence. Mounting tension, particularly in the Punjab region, 

culminated in the Amritsar Massacre in 1919. Nationalism surged and 

centred in the Congress Party led by Mohandas Gandhi.In Britain public 

opinion was divided over the morality of the massacre, between those 

who saw it as having saved India from anarchy, and those who viewed it 

with revulsion. 

 

Egypt had been under de facto British control since the 1880s, despite 

its nominal ownership by the Ottoman Empire. In 1922, it was granted 

formal independence, though it continued to be a client state following 

British guidance. Egypt joined the League of Nations. Egypt's King Faud 

and his son King Farouk, and their conservative allies, stayed in power 

with lavish lifestyles thanks to an informal alliance with Britain who would 

protect them from both secular and Muslim radicalism. Iraq, a British 

mandate since 1920, gained official independence in 1932 when King 

Faisal agreed to British terms of a military alliance and an assured flow 

of oil. 

 

In Palestine, Britain was presented with the problem of mediating 

between the Arabs and increasing numbers of Jews. The 1917 Balfour 

Declaration, which had been incorporated into the terms of the mandate, 

stated that a national home for the Jewish people would be established 

in Palestine, and Jewish immigration allowed up to a limit that would be 

determined by the mandatory power. This led to increasing conflict with 

the Arab population, who openly revolted in 1936. As the threat of war 

with Germany increased during the 1930s, Britain judged the support of 

Arabs as more important than the establishment of a Jewish homeland, 



and shifted to a pro-Arab stance, limiting Jewish immigration and in turn 

triggering a Jewish insurgency. 

 

France 
 
France did not any development after First World War. They just kept 

their imperial position and lived with their great victory in WW1.Because 

they did not want any war again. War affected men much. Reintegrating 

the demobilized soldiers into civil society, the veterans' movement. 

Beyond the return of the men, dismantling the wartime representations 

which had pervaded the whole society proved a long process which 

would not end until the mid-twenties.“Demobilizing the mind” was a 

complex and lengthy process. France’s economy after World War 1 was 

ruined. The loss of manpower for production and also the wreck of 

agricultural land, bought to an increased need for imports from the other 

countries.The state spent a huge amount of money to get medical care 

for the millions of wounded that had survived the war. Reconstruction 

was rapid just physically anyway. 

 

United States of America 
 
Americans were the reason victory of Entente. They sent soldiers to 

Europe for fighting although they didn’t want. So they wanted live 

isolated. Life was good in America, people were living in abundance 

(Roaring Twenties) and Western Culture has been developed. Until 

Great Depression. Economic disaster led to a distrust in the 

effectiveness of democracy and its collapse in much of Europe, including 

the Baltic and Balkan countries, Poland, Spain, and Portugal. Powerful 

expansionary dictatorships emerged in Italy, Japan, and Germany. It 

also played a major role in several countries in Latin America 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Japan 
 

 
 
Japan played in World War I from 1914 to 1918 in an alliance with 

Entente Powers and played an important role in securing the sea lanes 

in the West Pacific and Indian Oceans against the Imperial German 

Navy as a member of the Allies. Politically, the Japanese Empire seized 

the opportunity to expand its influence in China, and to gain recognition 

as a great power in postwar geopolitics.Together, with the British 

Empire, it divided up Germany's territories scattered in the Pacific and 

on the China coast; they did not amount to very much. The other Allies 

pushed back hard against Japan's efforts to dominate China through the 

Twenty-One Demands of 1915. Its occupation of Siberia proved 

unproductive. Japan's wartime diplomacy and limited military action had 

produced few results, and at the Paris Versailles peace conference. At 

the end of the war, Japan was frustrated in its ambitions. At the Paris 

Peace Conference in 1919, its demands for racial parity, and an 

increasing diplomatic isolation. The 1902 alliance with Britain was not 

renewed in 1922 because of heavy pressure on Britain from Canada and 

the United States. In the 1920s Japanese diplomacy was rooted in an 



largely liberal democratic political system, and favoured internationalism. 

By 1930, however, Japan was rapidly reversing itself, rejecting 

democracy at home, as the Army seized more and more power, and 

rejecting internationalism and liberalism. By the late 1930s it had joined 

the Axis military alliance with Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. 

 

In September 1931, the Japanese Army—acting on its own without 

government approval—seized control of Manchuria, an anarchic area 

that China had not controlled in decades. It created the puppet 

government of Manchukuo. League of Nations Britain and France 

effectively controlled the League of Nations, decided it acted illegally in 

seizing the entire province. Japan quit the League, Britain took no action. 

The US Secretary of State announces that it would not recognize 

Japan's conquest as legitimate. Germany welcomed Japan's actions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Balkans 
 

 
 
Without Austria-Hungary and Ottoman Empire Balkans welcomed many 

new countries.The borders of many states were completely redrawn, and 

the new Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, later Yugoslavia, was 

created. Both Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire were formally 

dissolved. As a result, the balance of power, economic relations, and 

ethnic divisions were completely altered. 

Some important territorial changes include: 

● The addition of Transylvania and Eastern Banat to Romania 

● The incorporation of Serbia, Montenegro, Slavonia, Croatia, 

Vojvodina, Carniola, part of Styria, most of Dalmatia, and 

Bosnia and Herzegovina into the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, 

and Slovenes. 

● Istria, Zadar, and Trieste became part of Italy, 

Between World War I and World War II, in order to create nation-states 

population movements were seen. 



 

 

Great Depression 
 

 
 
The Great Depression was a severe worldwide economic depression 

that took place mostly during the 1930s, beginning in the United States. 

The timing of the Great Depression varied across nations; in most 

countries, it started in 1929 and lasted until the late 1930s. It was the 

longest, deepest, and most widespread depression of the 20th century. 

In the 21st century, the Great Depression is commonly used as an 

example of how intensely the world's economy can decline. 

The Great Depression lasted 10 years. It began on “Black Thursday," 

October 24, 1929. Over the next four days, stock prices fell 23% in the 

stock market crash of 1929.1 The stock market had been troubled well 

before October, however; in August of 1929, stocks were overvalued 

despite rising unemployment and declining production. As such, many 

people consider this the true starting point of the Great Depression. 

 

 
 
 



What Caused Great Depression? 
 
Throughout the 1920s, the U.S. economy expanded rapidly, and the 

nation’s total wealth more than doubled between 1920 and 1929, a 

period dubbed “the Roaring Twenties.” 

 

The stock market, centered at the New York Stock Exchange on Wall 

Street in New York City, was the scene of reckless speculation, where 

everyone from millionaire tycoons to cooks and janitors poured their 

savings into stocks. As a result, the stock market underwent rapid 

expansion, reaching its peak in August 1929 

. 

By then, production had already declined and unemployment had risen, 

leaving stock prices much higher than their actual value. Additionally, 

wages at that time were low, consumer debt was proliferating, the 

agricultural sector of the economy was struggling due to drought and 

falling food prices and banks had an excess of large credit that could not 

be liquidated. 

 

The American economy entered a mild recession during the summer of 

1929, as consumer spending slowed and unsold goods began to pile up, 

which in turn slowed factory production. Nonetheless, stock prices 

continued to rise, and by the fall of that year had reached stratospheric 

levels that could not be justified by expected future earnings. 

 

President Herbert Hoover was slow to respond to these events. Though 

he believed that the “crazy and dangerous” behavior of Wall Street 

speculators had contributed in a significant way to the crisis, he also 

believed that solving such problems was not really the federal 

government’s job. As a result, most of the solutions he suggested were 

voluntary: He asked state governments to undertake public-works 

projects; he asked big companies to keep workers’ pay steady; and he 

asked labor unions to stop demanding raises. 

Still, the crisis worsened. Between 1930 and 1933, more than 9,000 

banks closed in the U.S., taking with them more than $2.5 billion in 

deposits. Meanwhile, unemployed people did whatever they could, like 



standing in charity breadlines and selling apples on street corners, to 

feed their families. 

 

How Did Great Depression End? 
 

 
 
In 1932, the country elected Franklin D. Roosevelt as president. He 

promised to create federal government programs to end the Great 

Depression. 

 

By Inauguration Day (March 4, 1933), every U.S. state had ordered all 

remaining banks to close at the end of the fourth wave of banking 

panics, and the U.S. Treasury didn’t have enough cash to pay all 

government workers. Nonetheless, Franklin D. Roosevelt projected a 

calm energy and optimism, famously declaring "the only thing we have 

to fear is fear itself.” 

 

Roosevelt took immediate action to address the country’s economic 

woes, first announcing a four-day “bank holiday” during which all banks 

would close so that Congress could pass reform legislation and reopen 

those banks determined to be sound. He also began addressing the 

public directly over the radio in a series of talks, and these so-called 

“fireside chats” went a long way towards restoring public confidence. 



During Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office, his administration passed 

legislation that aimed to stabilize industrial and agricultural production, 

create jobs and stimulate recovery.Many of these economic recovery 

programs are still using today. 
 

Socio-Economic Effects On Other Countries 
 

Dominions and Colonies 
 

Depression hits worst USA, dominions and colonial states. Many 

countries had nearly %30 unemployement such as 

Australia,Canada,European African and Asian colonies. In colonies there 

was widespread unemployment and hardship among peasants, 

labourers, colonial auxiliaries, and artisans. The budgets of colonial 

governments were cut, which forced the reduction in ongoing 

infrastructure projects, such as the building and upgrading of roads, 

ports and communications. The budget cuts delayed the schedule for 

creating systems of higher education. 

 

 
Germany 
 

 
 
In Germany Depression caused government change. Before Depression 

NSDAP (National-Socialist German Workers Party) defended the idea of 

economic nationalization and in speeches they told to German people “A 



destructive economic depression is approaching”. When depression hits, 

people of Germany saw the NSDAP as an oracle.Hitler followed an 

autarky economic policy, creating a network of client states and 

economic allies in central Europe and Latin America. By cutting wages 

and taking control of labor unions, plus public works spending, 

unemployment fell significantly by 1935. Large-scale military spending 

played a major role in the recovery. 

 

Spain 

Spain had a relatively isolated economy, with high protective tariffs and 

was not one of the main countries affected by the Depression. The 

banking system held up well, as did agriculture. After 1936 country 

dragged into civil war. Elected communist government banished fascist 

generals. As a result generals started civil war. Many talented workers 

were forced into permanent exile. By staying neutral in the Second 

World War, and selling to both sides, the economy avoided further 

disasters. 

Italy 

Depression hit Italy very hard. Factories and industries came close to 

failure and banks did illusionary recovering plan. So in 1932 this turned 

into major financial crisis.The Industrial Reconstruction Institute (IRI) was 

formed in January 1933 and took control of the bank-owned companies, 

suddenly giving Italy the largest state-owned industrial sector in Europe 

(excluding the USSR). This doctrine was much effective after WW II. 

 

United Kingdom 

The world financial crisis began to overwhelm Britain in 1931; investors 

across the world started withdrawing their gold from London at the rate 

of £2.5 million per day. Credits of £25 million each from the Bank of 

France and the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and an issue of £15 

million fiduciary note slowed, but did not reverse the British Crisis. In that 

period government and kingdom came with new ideas but it didn’t work 

and unemployment increased more and more. People started strikes 

and discredit government. The National Hunger March of September–

October 1932 was the largest of a series of hunger marches in Britain in 



the 1920s and 1930s. About 200,000 unemployed men were sent to the 

work camps, which continued in operation until 1939. 

 

Historical Events  
 
II. Italo-Ethiopian War 
Italy was defeated in its first attempt at conquest at the battle of Adwa in 

1896, in which an Italian army suffered the worst defeat ever handed to 

Europeans by Africans. Ethiopia was in 1934 one of the few independent 

states in a European-dominated Africa. A border incident between 

Ethiopia and Italian Somaliland that December gave Benito Mussolini an 

excuse to intervene. Rejecting all arbitration offers, the Italians invaded 

Ethiopia on October 3, 1935. 

 

 

 
 
 
Remilitarization of Rhineland (7 March 1936) 
 

 
 
The Treaty of Versailles prohibited Germany from placing its military in 

the Rhineland. The Rhineland was to be demilitarised. Hitler thought he 

would have the best chance of success in March 1936. He was sure 

Britain won’t intervene but less sure about France. Anyway Germany 

denounced Treaty of Versailles and German troops entered Rhineland in 

March 1936. 

 



Second London Naval Treaty (25 March 1936) 
 

 
 
The Second London Naval Treaty was an international treaty signed 

with, United Kingdom, Japan, France, Italy and the United States after 

the Second London Naval Disarmament Conference held in London, the 

United Kingdom. The conference started on 9 December 1935 and 

treaty was signed by the participating nations on 25 March 1936. The 

conference was aimed to limit the growth in naval armaments until its 

expiration in 1942. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Popular Front Wins the Election in 1936 
 

 
 
After Great Depression French people needed economical reforms that 

supports the benefit of the public.In the mid-1930s European Communist 

concern over the gains of Fascism, combined with a Soviet policy shift, 

led Communist parties to join with Socialist, liberal, and moderate parties 

in popular fronts against Fascist conquest.Front populaire is a coalition 

formed in France by more than one leftist party during the Third French 

Republic and governing the country from 1936 to 1938.In France, the 

Communist Party joined in forming a popular front in 1934. In 1936 a 

popular front government, led by the Socialist Léon Blum, was 

elected.Léon Blum was the first socialist Prime Minister in French 

history.He was also Jewish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spanish Civil War (July 17, 1936) 
 

 
 
Because of dictatorship in 1920s and Great Depression Spain had hard 

times. As a result socialist ideology widespread across in the country. 

The election of February 16, 1936, brought to power a leftist Popular 

Front government. The Spanish Civil War began on July 17, 1936, when 

generals Emilio Mola and Francisco Franco responded with an uprising 

intended overthrowing the country's democratically elected republic. Italy 

and Germany helped with troops and equipment to Nationalist Spain. 

U.S.S.R did same to Republican Spain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Great Purge (October, 1936) 
 

 
 
This move was a political repression to Political opponents, Trotskyists, 

Red Army leadership, kulaks ( Russian land and farm owners ), ethnic 

minorities. The reason purge is called 

 total number of deaths due to Stalinist repression in 1937–38 to be 

between 680,000 and 1,200,000. The political purge was primarily an 

effort by Stalin to eliminate challenge from past and potential opposition 

groups, including the left and right wings led by Leon Trotsky and Nikolai 

Bukharin, respectively. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Abdication Crisis 
 

 
 
In 1936, a constitutional crisis in the British Empire arose when King-

Emperor Edward VIII proposed to marry Wallis Simpson, an American 

socialite who was divorced from her first husband and was pursuing the 

divorce of her second. 

 

The marriage was opposed by the governments of the United Kingdom 

and the Dominions of the British Commonwealth. Religious, legal, 

political, and moral objections were raised. As British monarch, Edward 

was the nominal head of the Church of England, which did not then allow 

divorced people to remarry in church if their ex-spouses were still alive. 

For this reason, it was widely believed that Edward could not marry 

Simpson and remain on the throne. Simpson was perceived to be 

politically and socially unsuitable as a prospective queen consort 

because of her two failed marriages. It was widely assumed by the 

Establishment that she was driven by love of money or position rather 

than love for the King. Despite the opposition, Edward declared that he 

loved Simpson and intended to marry her as soon as her second divorce 

was finalised. 

 

The widespread unwillingness to accept Simpson as the King's consort 

and Edward's refusal to give her up led to his abdication in December 



1936. He was succeeded by his brother Albert, who became George VI. 

Edward was given the title His Royal Highness the Duke of Windsor 

following his abdication, and he married Simpson the following year. 

They remained married until his death 35 years later. 

 
 
 
Anti-Comintern Pact  
 

 
 
Anti-Comintern Pact, agreement concluded first between Germany and 

Japan (Nov. 25, 1936) and then between Italy, Germany, and Japan 

(Nov. 6, 1937), ostensibly directed against the Communist International 

(Comintern) but, by implication, specifically against the Soviet Union. 

The treaties were sought by Adolf Hitler, who at the time was publicly 

inveighing against Bolshevism and who was interested in Japan’s 

successes in the opening war against China. The Japanese were 

angered by a Soviet-Chinese nonaggression treaty of August 1936 and 

by the subsequent sale of Soviet military aircraft and munitions to China. 



For propaganda purposes, Hitler and Benito Mussolini were able to 

present themselves as defenders of Western values against the threat of 

Soviet Communism. 

 

U.S.A. Neutrality Act 
 
Between 1935 and 1937 Congress passed three "Neutrality Acts" that 

tried to keep the United States out of war, by making it illegal for 

Americans to sell or transport arms, or other war materials to belligerent 

nations. Supporters of neutrality, called "isolationists" by their critics, 

argued that America should avoid entangling itself in European wars. But 

many countries expected support because of rise of the fascism and 

Internationalists rejected that isolationist idea. 

 

 
Hindenburg Disaster ( 6 May 1937 ) 
 

Hindenburg Disaster happened in New Jersey, USA and it led to the 

start of modern aviation. 

One of the largest manufactured airships, the 230-meter flying giant, the 

LZ 129 HINDENBURG airship, was about to complete its journey from 

Germany to America, when the Lakerhurst navy air base in New Jersey 

was bursting under the influence of hydrogen tanks. it has killed all 

passengers (36) and crew (27). The mortal accidents of British and 

American airships caused doubts about this technology, but the 

Hindenburg disaster put an end to this process and became the end of 

popular airships at that time. 

 

Amelia Earhart Disappeared ( 2 July 1937 ) 
 
Amelia Earhart was the first female pilot to cross the Atlantic Ocean 

alone. Born in the US state of Kansas, Earhart was a nurse in military 

hospitals during the First World War. After the war, he was closely 

interested in technological advances in aviation. In 1928 he became 

famous as the first woman to cross the Atlantic Ocean as a passenger. 

On 20-21 May 1932 he flew alone from Newfoundland to Ireland, 



crossing the Atlantic Ocean. After his flight across the US, in January 

1935, he was again the first person to fly Hawaii-California, which was 

longer than the distance between Newfoundland and Ireland. In 1937 he 

toured the world with his American counterpart Fred Noonan. Just before 

embarking on this voyage, the plane crashed before it could get off the 

runway. By the time he completed two-thirds of his voyage, the plane 

disappeared in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, and Earhart's trail was 

never found. 
 
 
Marco Polo Incident 
 

 
Under the terms of the Boxer Protocol of 7 September 1901, China had 

granted nations with legations in Beijing the right to station guards at 

twelve specific points along railways connecting Beijing with Tianjin. This 

was to ensure open communications between the capital and the port. 

By a supplementary agreement on 15 July 1902, these forces were 

allowed to conduct maneuvers without informing the authorities of other 

nations in China. 



By July 1937, Japan had expanded its forces in China to an estimated 

7,000 to 15,000 men, mostly along the railways. This number of men, 

and the amount of concomitant matériel, was several times the size of 

the detachments deployed by the European powers, and greatly in 

excess of the limits set by the Boxer Protocol. 

By this time, the Imperial Japanese Army had already surrounded 

Beijing and Tianjin. 

On the night of 7 July, the Japanese units stationed at Fengtai crossed 

the border to conduct military exercises. Japanese and Chinese forces 

outside the town of Wanping—a walled town southwest of Beijing—

exchanged fire at approximately 23:00. The exact cause of this incident 

remains unknown. When a Japanese soldier, Private Shimura Kikujiro, 

failed to return to his post, Chinese regimental commander Ji Xingwen 

(219th Regiment, 37th Division, 29th Route Army) received a message 

from the Japanese demanding permission to enter Wanping to search 

for the missing soldier. The Chinese refused. Although Private Shimura 

returned to his unit, by this point both sides were mobilising, with the 

Japanese deploying reinforcements and surrounding Wanping. 

Later in the night, a unit of Japanese infantry attempted to breach 

Wanping's walled defences and were repulsed. An ultimatum by the 

Japanese was issued two hours later. As a precautionary measure, Qin 

Dechun, the acting commander of the Chinese 29th Route Army, 

contacted the commander of the Chinese 37th Division, General Feng 

Zhian, ordering him to place his troops on heightened alert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anschluss of Austria (March 12, 1938) 
 

 
 
In July 1934 Austrian and German Nazis attempted a coup but were 

unsuccessful. Authoritarian right-wing government took the power and 

banned half of the opposition ideologies. Treated harsh against to 

Austrian Nazis until 1938. 

 

Hitler invited Schuschnigg (Leader of Austria) to Germany and they took 

a meeting. 

Hitler held a meeting with Schuschnigg in February 1938 and told him 

that he would begin to consider military prevention if he did not cancel 

the ban on the Nazi party, did not release the Nazi prisoners and entrust 

the Nazis in the government. Schuschnigg submitted. 

 

Schuschnigg planned a referendum to save the independency of Austria. 

Hitler declared the referendum would be a serious source of trouble and 

Germany could not accept it.On March 11, Hitler sent an ultimatum to 

Schuschnigg to hand over all powers to the Austrian Nazi Party or to 

face an occupation. 



 

Schuschnigg desperately sought support to save Austria's 

independence, but when he realized that neither the United Kingdom nor 

France would do anything, he resigned as Chancellor that evening. In 

his radio speech, he announced his resignation, acknowledging the 

changing circumstances and allowing the Nazis to control the 

government to prevent bloodshed. 

 

 
 

 

Hitler later said: Some newspapers claim that we have invaded Austria 

by bullying. We did not come as autocratic, we came as saviors. " An 

annex was enacted on March 13 and a referendum was held on April 10 

for approval. According to the results of the referendum, support for 

annexation was 99.73%. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Panay Incident 
 

During the battle for Nanking in the Sino-Japanese War, the U.S. 

gunboat Panay is attacked and sunk by Japanese warplanes in Chinese 

waters. The American vessel, neutral in the Chinese-Japanese conflict, 

was escorting U.S. evacuees and three Standard Oil barges away from 

Nanking, the war-torn Chinese capital on the Yangtze River. After the 

Panay was sunk, the Japanese fighters machine-gunned lifeboats and 

survivors huddling on the shore of the Yangtze. Two U.S. sailors and a 

civilian passenger were killed and 11 personnel seriously wounded, 

setting off a major crisis in U.S.-Japanese relations. 

The Japanese government took full responsibility for sinking 

Panay.Although Japanese officials maintained that their pilots never saw 

any American flags on Panay, a US Navy court of inquiry determined 

that several US flags were clearly visible on the vessel during the 

attacks. At the meeting held at the American embassy in Tokyo on 23 

December, Japanese officials maintained that one navy airplane had 

attacked a boat by machine gun for a short period of time and that 

Japanese army motor boats or launches attack the Chinese steamers 

escaping upstream on the opposite bank. However, the Japanese navy 

insisted that the attack had been unintentional. The Japanese 

government paid an indemnity of $2,214,007.36 to the US on 22 April 

1938, officially settling the Panay incident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Munich Agreement (September 30, 1938) 

 

 
 

 
After the success of Anschluss Hitler began openly to support the 

demands of German-speakers living in the Sudeten region of 

Czechoslovakia for closer ties with Germany. There was living Germans 

in Sudeten and they were marching and protesting against the 

Czechoslovakian government. For Hitler Czechoslovakia was the next 

step in his plan of creating a “Lebensraum.” 

Czechoslovakia had an agreement with Soviets and They were relying 

military assistance from France with which they were an allies. 

 

On September 22 Hitler demanded the Sudetenland and evacuation of 

Czechoslovak population in Sudetenland from Munich. Czechoslovakia, 

United Kingdom and France starts mobilization but they were not ready 



for any war. Therefore Chamberlain and French Prime Minister Daladier 

traveled to Munich for an agreement on September 30. Daladier 

abhorred the Munich Pact’s appeasement of the Nazis, but Chamberlain 

was elated and even stayed behind in Munich to sign a single-page 

document with Hitler that he believed assured the future of Anglo-

German peace. Later that day, Chamberlain flew home to Britain, where 

he addressed a jubilant crowd in London and praised the Munich Pact 

for bringing “peace with honor” and “peace in our time.” The next day, 

Germany annexed the Sudetenland, and the Czechoslovak government 

chose submission over destruction by the German Wehrmacht. In March 

1939, Hitler annexed the rest of Czechoslovakia, and the country ceased 

to exist. 

 

Memel Crisis 
 

 
 
The Lithuanian port city of Klaipeda had been a part of the Prussian and 

German empires before the signing of the Versailles Treaty in 1919; 

during that time, it was known under the German name of Memel, and 

the region around it Memelland. The city had a very large ethnic German 

population, although the surrounding countryside was predominantly 

Lithuanian. Between 1919 and 1923, Klaipeda and the surrounding area 

had been governed by an autonomous Landtag government, under 

supervision of a French High Commissioner and representatives of the 



League of Nations. In 1923, Lithuanian troops occupied the region, and 

Lithuanian sovereignty over the region was recognized internationally. In 

Mar 1938, relationship between Lithuania and Poland deteriorated, and 

Germany, who had wished to takeover the region, mobilized for a 

forceful occupation should a war start between Lithuania and Poland, but 

to Adolf Hitler's disappointment the two countries de-escalated 

diplomatically. Unable to find an excuse or create an incident, German 

Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbentrop simply demanded it on 20 Mar 

1939, citing the ethnic German population in the city (and failing to make 

note of the Lithuanian majority outside the city) as the reason for its 

unification with Germany. The German Navy steamed toward Klaipeda, 

with Adolf Hitler aboard the pocket battleship Deutschland, to back up 

Ribbentrop's demands with force. After failing to secure support from 

other European powers, President Antanas Smetona submitted to 

German demands in the early hours of 23 Mar. Later on the same day, 

Hitler gave a passionate speech from a theater balcony, announcing the 

bloodless reconquest of the city. It was to be the last of such bloodless 

conquests for Germany. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (August 23, 1939) 
 

 
 
The Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact, officially known as the Treaty of Non-

Aggression between Germany and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, was a neutrality pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet 

Union signed in Moscow on August 23, 1939, by Joachim von 

Ribbentrop and Vyacheslav Molotov, respectively. 

 

With the western nations establishes an alliance and because of betrayal 

to Czechoslovakia Stain had no confidence to U.K. and France.Stalin 

decided to agree with Hitler to gain the time necessary to complete 

preparations for the upcoming war. In a statement on March 10, he 

accused Westerners of starting a German-Soviet war. On the other hand 

Adolf Hitler was also concerned about a Western-Soviet rapprochement. 

 

The clauses of the Nazi–Soviet Pact provided a written guarantee of 

peace by each party towards the other, and a declared commitment that 

neither government would ally itself to, or aid an enemy of the other 

party. In addition to publicly announced stipulations of non-aggression, 

the treaty included a secret protocol which defined the borders of Soviet 

and German spheres of influence across the territories of Poland, 

Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Finland. The secret protocol also 

recognised the interest of Lithuania in the Vilno region; in addition, 

Germany declared complete disinterest in Bessarabia. The Secret 

Protocol was just a rumour until it was made public at the Nuremberg 

trials (1945-1946). 



 

The Pact of Steel  
Pact of Steel, Alliance between Germany and Italy. Signed by Adolf 

Hitler and Benito Mussolini on May 22, 1939, it formalized the Rome-

Berlin Axis agreement, linking the two countries politically and militarily. 
 

Danzig Crisis (Poland Refuses German Ultimatom)  
 

 
In the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, the victorious powers of World War I 

(the United States, Great Britain, France, and other allied states) 

imposed punitive territorial, military, and economic treaty terms on 

defeated Germany. One provision required Germany to cede West 

Prussia to the newly reconstructed state of Poland. Danzig, largely an 

ethnically German city, became a "free city" under the protection of the 

League of Nations (the worldwide organization of states established by 

the treaty), but with special administrative ties to Poland. 

 

Hitler was determined to overturn the military and territorial provisions of 

the Versailles treaty and include ethnic Germans in the Reich. In 

preparation for war with Poland, in the spring of 1939 Hitler demanded 

the annexation of the Free City of Danzig to Germany and extraterritorial 

rail access for Germany across the "Polish Corridor," the Polish frontier 

to East Prussia. 



Britain and France were convinced by the German occupation of 

Bohemia and Moravia in March 1939 (in violation of the 1938 Munich 

Pact) that Hitler could not be trusted to negotiate in good faith. They 

therefore guaranteed the integrity of Polish territory against German 

aggression. Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. Britain and 

France declared war on Germany on September 3. With that, the 

German invasion of Poland became World War II. 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 
1. In the past no nation was against to the Italy for II. Ethiopian-Italo war. 

Will any country raise its voice this time? 

2. Will be democratic nations effective at Spanish Civil War this time? 

 

3.Will any nation be uncomfortable for Great Purge and restriction of 

freedom of expression in USSR? 

 

4. Will Europeans think U.S.A. Neutrality Act is betrayal and it is benefit 

of Fascist rise? 

 

5. Will nations support Japan and accept Beijing is rightful claim of Japan 

or will they defend China's land? 

 

6.Will U.K. and France help to Austria against German Reich? 

 

7. Will U.S.A. be aggressive to Japan after Panay Incident or will U.S.A. 

demand payment? 

 

8. Which policy will be followed this time in Munich Conference? 

 

9. Can German Reich take Danzig peacefully by offering something? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


